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of them reliable.  The next arrival may bring statements
in direct opposition to those we now have.

Each of the Departments finished up their matters with
the Senate, which will doubtless adjourn to-morrow.

March 11, Saturday, Mr. Eames tells me the Court has
decided adversely in the matter of cotton captured by
the Navy on the Red River. I perceive that the Court is
adjudicating on the Treasury regulations and policy of the
Chief Justice.

John P. Hale has been nominated and confirmed as
Minister to Spain, a position for which he is eminently
unfit. This is Seward's doings, the President assenting.
But others are also in fault. I am told by Seward, who is
conscious it is an improper appointment, that a majority
of the Union Senators recommended him for the French
mission, for which they know he has no qualifications, ad-
dress, nor proper sense to fill. Some of the Senators pro-
tested against his receiving the mission to France, but
Seward says they acquiesced in his going to Spain. I am
satisfied that Seward is playing a game with this old hack.
Hale has been getting pay from the War Department for
various jobs, and S. thinks he is an abolition leader.

March 13, Monday. Rear-Admiral Porter spent the
evening at my house. Among other things he detailed
what he saw and knew of Jeff Davis and others in the early
days of the Rebellion. He was, he admits, and as I was
aware, on intimate terms with Davis and Mrs. Davis,
and had been so for some years. On the evening after
reception of the news that South Carolina passed the se-
cession ordinance he called at Davis's house. A number
of Secession leaders, he says, were there. It was a rainy,
disagreeable evening, but Mrs. Davis came down stairs
bonneted and prepared to go out. She caught him and
congratulated him on the glorious news. South Carolina
had declared herself out of the Union, which was to be